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Summer Day Camp – still with us after all these years 
 

                                                          
Summer Day Camp is on once again this year (June 25-29) under the 
direction of Dave Blizard, coordinator since 2001.  Day camp began at St 
Barnabas in 1984 (with Ruth Genge as director and about 100 children 
enrolled) and has continued most years up to the present.  The five leaders 
run a fast-paced ecumenical program for children ages 4 to 12, based on the 
theme this year - the birth of Jesus.  Twelve children showed up on Monday 
morning but numbers are expected to rise to about 20 as the week 
progresses. The 5 leaders are affiliated with Crosstalk Ministry and come 
from across Canada: three from the Montreal area, one from Slave Lake, 
Alberta, and one from Sackville NB.  Thanks to those who provided billets for      Dave Blizard-Coordinator 
the team and to all those who made lunches, cookies and provided materials  
for the camp. 

 

 

        
Monday Morning: learning a new song                   Thursday: Water games on the lawn     

 
 

 
 



                                                                                                 

           From the Rector’s Desk 
 

IN PRAISE OF IT ALL  

 

The voice of the Lord spoke, and great light blazed a universe. 

The voice of the Lord spoke, and the heavens found their courses. The voice of the Lord spoke, 

and the elements gathered, each according to its own weight and its own design. 

The voice of the Lord called out, and there was mist, and there was heat, and there was Life. 

And life took on every colour, shape and scent, life beckoning life, life imparting life.  

The voice of the Lord called out, and life swarmed, wriggled, swam, flew, ran, danced, sang.  

The voice of the Lord called out, and there were hearts, minds, muscles, wills, voices, each voice 

an echo of the one voice that called it forth.  

Then the voice of the Lord spoke, and said, ‘This is good, this is very good. TOV, TOV, TOV 
MEOD’.  Let there be love, let there be wisdom, justice, families, communities, poets, artisans, 
prophets, healers.  

And it was so, and it was good, and God rested from this great work, with joy and love. 

 

 This is our story, our earth-story, and we can live it with pride. Nothing that we do is beyond 

the wonder of it. We can lay down our fears because of this story, and the dreadful powers of 

darkness and death itself have no authority over it. Our story is concentrated in the life of 

Jesus, like a diamond concentrates carbon, like a seed concentrates the intelligence of its 

species. Jesus is the key that unlocks its mysteries, the mirror that shows us where we belong 

in it.  

 

Live today as one who remembers your own story. Share it with those who have forgotten it, or 

never heard its healing words.  

 

As science helps us discover that we are not complete without the uncounted forces and life 

cycles that whirl around us, we remember that our part of the story is not possible without 

others we cannot fathom. Whoever you are and whatever burden you are carrying today, carry 

forth the story with a smile and a song and a generous heart.  

 

The story is not complete without you.   

 

 



 

 

Summer Services 
 

                                                                                                                    
June, July & August - services at 8:30 am and 10 am unless otherwise posted 
 

. 

Upcoming Parish Events 
 

 

July2 – August 10: Preville Fine Arts occupy church premises for their summer school program. 
 
July 23 – August 11:  University Women’s Club organize and hold their Book Sale in Memorial Hall.  

The sale takes place August 8-11 and is a fundraiser to provide scholarships to 
CEGEP grads and university students. If you have books to donate to the sale, call 
450-672-9401 or 450-641-0635. 

 

Sunday, September 23: Parish Golf Tournament & Dinner 
To register to play golf, please see Glenn Smith, Trevor Ingram, Brian O'Malley or Charles 
Poulton. 

 

Parish News 
 

 
Spring Rummage Sale 
The Rummage Sale was held Friday, May 4th and Saturday, May 5th, 2012.  The weather could have been 
better but at least the rain was minimal.  Lots of parishioners from St. Barnabas and many friends from 
outside helped during this two day event and during the four days previous, sorting out the good from the 
‘unsellable’ and providing wonderful lunches and other goodies to eat for our workers.  Our profit, after 
expenses were paid, was $4,350.43, a few hundred dollars down from last year. 
I would personally like to thank every one of you who helped to make the event a success while spending 
time with each other during that busy week. 
 
My sincere thanks, 
Pam René 

 

Youth Group Comedy Night Fundraiser: held May 11th was a great success. The show 
featured interactive intergenerational comedy with Canadian content by professionals. Everyone in the 
audience who was the target of jokes took it in good stride. And Krysta’s cupcakes were awesome! 
 

BBQ Brunch on Sunday, May 27th featured Italian sausages in a bun, chips and soft drinks.  Thanks to 
the Men’s Group. 
 

Men’s Steak Dinner: held Saturday June 16th.  Numbers were down from last year but the steaks 
were just as good. An enjoyable time was had by all who attended. Thanks again to the Men’s Group. 
 

 

 

 

 



 
St Barnabas Day Celebration - Sunday June 10th 

 
We celebrated our patronal festival on Sunday June 6th with a well-attended baptism and Eucharist, 
followed by a potluck lunch on the lawn.  The weather was perfect. 

 
 

                 
St Barnabas Day - Lunch on the lawn 

 

 

 
 

Sunday School Report by Stéphanie Tombs 
Beginning in the fall of 2011, Saint-Barnabas church was looking for Sunday School teachers. My father 
and I decided to volunteer. Every two weeks, a Sunday School is held in the mid-course of the church 
mass. Sunday School involves an adapted, brief version of the lesson of the day explained to the kids, 
usually by my father. This means that we have the children read a section from the Bible and then we 

review its contents for the children. We then 
pursue with an artistic project related to the 
lesson. The art ranges from collage, papier-mâché, 
pastel, to watercolor. The most beautiful 
watercolors were the desert dunes painted to 
represent when Jesus fasted for forty days. For the 
following two weeks, we crafted a glamorous 
papier-mâché donkey to go with the story of Jesus 
riding on a donkey into Nazareth. The donkey 
summoned a few laughs from the congregation on 
Palm Sunday. The Sunday School lasts forty 
minutes which gives the kids ample time to create 
their masterpiece. Since summer was right around 
the corner, we’ve had to put the program on hold. 
We ended the year in flying colors and the greatest 

number of children we have had so far! I really enjoyed working with the kids and I am looking forward to 
beginning the new season in the fall. Please tell your children that they are more than welcome in this 
wonderful chance to learn with others, build friendships and be creative!  
 
Photo: St Barnabas Day Sunday School; Dads are helping. 
 
 

 

 
 

 



 
Report from the MU (by Charles Poulton, People’s Warden) 
 
Report on "Héritage Québec" i.e.  Le Patrimoine Religieux du Québec -- PRQ. 
    
In the meeting of 8 th May of the Monteregie section of the PRQ, two major projects from St Barnabas 
were approved for submission to the Minister in Quebec:   
  * Repair and painting of all exterior woodwork of the church       74 500 $ 
  * Repointing of exterior brickwork of the church                         34 000 $  
  * Professional fees                           10 300 $ 
                         --------------------- 
                                                                            Total           118 800 $ 
  
 
PRQ pays 70 % i.e.  83 160 $; St Barnabas will pay 30 %  i.e.  35 640  $. 

 

 
The Day the Heavens Parted and the Rains Came Pouring Down Upon Us  
(by Tom Rodden, Property Chair) 
 
That day was Tuesday, May 29th; the time was around supper hour. Reverend Gwenda and Glenn Smith 
were in the church working on our Tuesday Vegetable Project. Suddenly they realized that the whole of 
Dart Hall was quietly but quickly becoming a lake!  They called those two reliables, Paul Bonnell and Jim 
Grant, and asked for their help, “LIKE RIGHT NOW!” 
 
At the same time, Gayna Knowles became aware of her building’s flooding problems across the street (80 
Lorne), and concluded that our church must be experiencing a similar fate.  She called me [Tom Rodden] 
and suggested that I go to the church to investigate.  She had no way of knowing that Gwenda and Glenn 
were there and had called for help just minutes before. 
 
I hurried to the church and, shortly after, Jeff Goernert arrived to become the sixth member of the “St 
Barnabas broom-and-snowplow-water-marshalling team,” whose job it was to push water into the east-
side sump that had been installed there during our 2011 Heritage Project. 
 
Our efforts were effective: by 9:15pm we had succeeded in our task. The floor was as dry as we could 
make it with the equipment available. We turned on the new big exhaust fan in Dart Hall to help circulate 
the air, and then the team went home. 
 
Our regular cleaners and the insurance-appointed personnel took over the next day and did a fine clean-
up job. The church will submit a formal claim to our insurance company to recover some of our losses. 
 
Not one of our four toilets backed up! The points of water entry into the dart Hall were likely three: 

1. Seepage upward through the concrete floor, due to the increased level of the groundwater caused 
by the rain 

2. Ground surface water running under the side entrance door and cascading down the staircase near 
the elevator into the Dart Hall area 

3. City sewer water (clear) backing up through the sump discharge pipe at the north end of the 
church, located in the crawl space adjacent to the cloakroom. The sump was installed when the 
church was built in 1929. It has served us well and will continue to do so. This was a City problem. 

 
We are discussing ways of 1) preventing the water from entering under the side entrance door and 2) 
providing additional water disposal means for any surplus water gathering around our very old but fine-
performing sump of 1929 vintage. Action can be expected as soon as the contractors become available in 
a few weeks. 
 
The fight is over and Mother Nature has won. She’s one tough, determined Lady! 

 



Anniversary Celebrations 
30 years ordained:  Our own priest, Gwenda, recently celebrated 30 years since her ordination as 
deacon on May 1st, 1982. After finishing studies at Trinity College, U of T, Gwenda was assigned deacon-in-

charge to two northerly points of a rural parish in Western Quebec (because she was bilingual). Because she 

didn’t yet have a driver's licence, she had to get around her parish on a bike or Voyageur buses and was soon 

immersed in haying and other rural concerns – many challenges but lots of fun. She then became the incumbent 

at Wakefield, QC, followed by a stint as assistant at Christ Church Cathedral in Ottawa where she officiated in 

the company of governors general and a visiting prince. As Christian feminist theology flourished in the 80's, 

Gwenda became interested in outreach to marginalized women and took a job in Ottawa in a supervised home 

for women. She also acted as chaplain at a women's day centre and honorary assistant at St Luke's Church in 

Chinatown. She decided she wanted more academic background so did a graduate diploma in  International 

Development and Cooperation at U of Ottawa followed by a Master's in Adult and Community Education at 

Dalhousie U. At this point she came to Montreal, serving briefly as parish priest to four churches in the Granby 

area until, in 1996, she was appointed chaplain at McGill and two years later became director of McGill’s 

Multifaith Chaplaincy.   This proved to be a rich experience in cultural and religious diversity as she dealt with 

students from all over the world, sometimes responding to extreme crises – including 9/11 and the south-east 

Asian tsunami. She nurtured a student choir and a midweek ecumenical bible study and Eucharist, the longest 

standing of its kind at a Canadian university; a number of its alumni are now ordained! She is also proud to 

have pioneered a programme to support students with young families. After 12 years at McGill and with a 

strong background in community education and counselling, Gwenda agreed to come to St Barnabas for a two 

year interim. Fortunately (the late) Anne Bourne had the foresight to ask the obvious shortly after Gwenda 

began her term: “Why can't we just keep you??”  In time the wheels were set in motion to make that happen. 

Now Gwenda is looking forward to signing a new contract with St Barnabas and continuing “a wonderful joint 

effort, building on traditions, music, community, outreach and family ministry. Let's see what the future 

brings!”  Let’s see, indeed. 
We celebrated those thirty years with a parish lunch on Sunday, May 6. 

 

20 years a priest: At Pentecost, the Reverend Roslyn Macgregor celebrated 20 years since her 
ordination as a priest in 1992. Most of us in St Barnabas know Ros and have followed her career in the 
priesthood as one of our own.  Ros came back to St Lambert when she left the convent in Boston and 
worshiped with us while she did a degree in Early Childhood Education and Theology at Concordia followed 
by a Masters in Etudes Pastorales at Université de Montréal and her last year at McGill. After being 
unemployed for a year, Ros found her calling as director of Mile End Mission and parish priest at the 
combined parish of St Cuthbert, St Hilda and St Luke in Montreal. In the fall, she will retire as director of 
the Mission but will continue on contract at her present parish.  All this was celebrated on Pentecost 
Sunday with a Jazz Mass - full of life and noise – held in a packed church with half a dozen St Barnabites 
in the congregation.  In typical Ros style, there were lots of surprises during the service including many 
jazzy hymns, balloons, and a hovering holy spirit/dove (flown by Paul Jennings who was ordained at the 

same time as Ros and served as a student at St 
Barnabas.)  
 
We wish Ros a happy retirement and remind her 
that she is always welcome to worship with us at St 
Barnabas. 
 

 
 

 

Ros (in red robes) prepares for the Recessional 
 

 
 

 



The Barbara Todd Bequest 
 Most of us have heard that recently our parish has received a bequest of $800,000 from Barbara Todd, 
but we don’t know many details. Who was Barbara Todd and what will we do with this money? 
Here are some answers to these questions. 
 
Who was Barbara Todd? 

Barbara Todd was a Montrealer who pursued her love of theatre as an actress on stages in both New York 
and London. Unfortunately she developed health problems in her 50’s that brought an end to her career. 
She then moved into Central Park Lodge where she resided for about 25 years. Apparently she 
worshipped at St Barnabas from time to time but mostly she was involved in worship at the chapel in the 
lodge, for many years led by the Reverend Linda Faith Chalk, rector of St Paul’s in Greenfield Park. 
Following the suggestion of Mary Baker, Gwenda had the opportunity to visit Barbara Todd near the end 
of her life, and was later called on to officiate at her funeral. Some months later, we were informed that 
St Barnabas Church had been named in her will. The investment officer who met yearly with Miss Todd let 
us know that she wanted to leave this sizable bequest to a small organization where it would truly make a 
difference. So that is our challenge at St Barnabas: we have the privilege and the responsibility to decide 
how we can use Barbara’s bequest to truly make a difference. 
(by Mary O’Malley) 
 
The Barbara Todd Fund – Report from the MU (by Charles Poulton, People’s Warden) 
 

When the bequest to St Barnabas from Miss Todd was received early in 2012, the Management Unit set 
up the “Barbara Todd Fund.” During Miss Todd's lifetime, her assets were administered by Royal Bank 
of Canada Dominion Securities and it was decided in April 2012 to appoint them to administer the Fund on 
behalf of St Barnabas for the immediate future. 
 
Given the present uncertain climate in Canadian and world financial markets, it was also decided to take a 
very conservative approach. Accordingly, RBC was directed by the Management Unit to invest the funds 
so as to preserve capital, with only the income from the Fund to be used for church purposes. 
 
With interest rates at present being extremely low, this income will no doubt be very modest. While it will 
be very welcome, it will not have a very significant effect on overall church income, so that the church will 
continue to rely on existing stewardship (weekly Sunday envelopes) and parishioners' support for 
everyday operation of the parish. 
 
The Management Unit will review these decisions regarding the Barbara Todd Fund at regular intervals 
with the St Barnabas Finance Advisory Committee and with RBC Dominion Securities.  

 
Join The Community 

 
Come and join The Community, www.anglican.ca, the Anglican church’s new interactive website. The 
Community is a whole new way for Anglicans to meet, share, support and discuss. 
 
The site is easy to use. It is divided into main topics including children’s ministry, congregational 
development, ministry and technology, liturgy, French ministry and ecumenicalism. New topics are being 
added all the time. You can read blogs from the topic leader and express your views on them or related 
issues in the forum. 
 
The site also provides access to the church version of the Revised Common Lectionary and BCP readings.  
You can even discuss the readings in a special forum. 
 
Make The Community a part of your daily devotions. No hard pews or long sermons and everybody is 
welcome! 
(submitted by Christopher Broadbent) 

 

 



Book Review by Jewel Rimmer - The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie 
Society by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrrows. 
 
Those who haven't yet read this book have a summer reading treat in store for them. The Guernsey 
Literary and Potato Peel Society is the story of the German occupation of Guernsey Island in World War II. 
It is told by those who lived it in their letters to a London journalist.   
 
The characters are from all walks of Guernsey life and their tales tell of a time of privation and danger and 
tragedy, but also of humour, and fellowship and love. The underlying theme is of the comfort found in 
reading and sharing books when daily life becomes almost unbearable. 
 
In 1946 Juliet Ashton, a London journalist, receives a letter from a farmer on Guernsey, asking her for 
information on Charles Lamb: "I know of you because I have an old book that once belonged to you- The 
Selected Essays of Elia." writes Dawsey Adams. As it is titled "selected" Mr. Adams thinks there must be 
more of Lamb's writings and wants to read them. He tells Juliet that Charles Lamb made him laugh during 
the occupation, and refers to how the Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society came into being after 
a roast pig dinner which had to be kept a secret. 
 
Juliet writes back giving information and asks, "Why did a roast pig dinner have to be kept secret?" 
Dawsey replies that the Germans had confiscated all the pigs for their use. To keep a pig was a serious 
offense, to have one for dinner, even worse.  But a Mrs. Maugery had raised a pig secretly. She invited 
some of her friends to come for a feast. They were in such a festive mood they forgot the curfew.  
Accosted by the German guards on the way home they said their Literary Society meeting had been 
discussing a book on a German garden, and it was so interesting that they forgot the time. 
 
Next day they ransacked every house for books which they brought to  
Mrs. Maugery's home. This was now the location of the weekly meetings of the new Literary Society.  At 
each meeting members would discuss a book they had read the past week. In subsequent letters from 
members, Juliet learns many had never read books since school. They were entering a whole new world. 
 
Assigned by a London paper to write a series of articles on reading, Juliet asks Dawsey if the Society 
would agree to being mentioned.  The Society gives permission and so begins a steady interchange of 
letters between other members and Juliet. Potato Peel Pie, she is told was a recipe invented by one of the 
members who loved to eat. Juliet feels she already knows these people but still wants to know more so 
decides to visit Guernsey and meet her new friends.  
 
When she disembarks she and her friends know each other at once. She  
is quartered in the guest cottage of a large summer residence.  It had been the home of Elizabeth 
McKenna, a Londoner stranded in Guernsey at the time of the occupation. Although she died in a 
concentration camp, Elizabeth seems very much alive to Juliet as she lives among her belongings and 
learns to love Elizabeth's little daughter, Kit. 
 
The epistolary style of writing can often be deadly dull but not in this case. The first few letters deal with 
Juliet's successful book tour and the dreariness of war-torn London. After Dawsey's letter the pace 
quickens. One finds oneself rapidly reading letter after letter to find out what had happened, what is 
happening, and what is going to happen. 
  
Ideas for the story began when Mary Ann Schaffer was stranded   by dense fog in the Gurnsey airport in 
1980. She discovered many books in the airport bookstore about the occupation. When the fog lifted she                
departed, having seen nothing much of Gurnsey but with an armful of books and a keen interest in the 
island's wartime experience. There are two authors, because Mary Ann Shaffer became ill when the 
publisher asked for some revisions. She asked her niece, Annie Barrows, also a writer, to take over. There 
are no bumps, the story flows on. 
 
Mary Ann Schaffer and Annie Barrows. The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, a novel. Copyright 2008 by the Trust 
Estate of Mary Ann Shaffer & Annie Barrows. 2009 Dial Press Trade Paperback Edition. Reading group guide copyright 2009 by 
Random House, Inc.  



 
 

Looking for a home: beautiful Indian Aubusson wool carpet, deep robin’s egg 
blue with pink and white flowered cut border; approximately 10’ x 12’.  In perfect 
condition but needs cleaning. Best offer or to give away. See it outside Wendy’s 
office or call Wendy at 450-672-5560. 

 

 
 

 
St Barnabas is Honoured for Collecting Soup Labels 

 
As most of you know, we at St Barnabas collect Campbell’s soup labels 
which are cut by Shirley Ahern and packaged up and sent to the depot 
in Oshawa by Mary O’Malley.  The labels fund school supplies for 
Immanuel Christian schools for the deaf. Last summer we submitted 
4000 labels which were used to help buy classroom items, sports 
equipment, and visual aids. Please continue (or start) saving labels as 

shown in the picture (but with bar code attached) and bring them to the back of the church. Thanks to all 
for helping. 

 

 
 

 

Contributors to this edition of Update: The Reverend Gwenda, Wendy Beausoleil, Jewel Rimmer, Charles 

Poulton, Christopher Broadbent, Pam René, Stéphanie Tombs, Tom Rodden, Mary O’Malley. 

 

 
 

Happy Summer Holidays 


