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Parish Newsletter of St Barnabas Anglican Church, St Lambert, QC 2019 

 

 
 

Easter Services and Events: 

 

April 18th, 7:00 pm: Maundy Thursday, with traditional 
stripping of the altar. 

April 19th, 10 am: Good Friday Ecumenical Walk starting 
at St. Barnabas to St. Andrew’s Presbyterian to St. 

Lambert United and finishing at La Paroisse St-Lambert 

April 21st, 10 am: Easter Eucharistic Celebration 
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From the Desk of the Interim Priest: 
 

It has been just over three months since I joined the community of St. 

Barnabas, St. Lambert, as your Interim Priest and I am starting to feel 

that I can finally put names to faces.  Coming into a group of people who 

have a long history together is a little daunting at first, but I am slowly 

getting to know who you are as a People of God.  Being in an Interim 

capacity is a little like being between two worlds, this world and the world 

to come (if I might use some humour).  We are in the here and now, in 

the day to day living of all that a church community encompasses and yet you are in 

transition, doing the work that needs to be done in preparation to receive your next 

Incumbent.  And you have been hard at work in that during these past weeks of Lent as you 

participated in various workshops.  Although the majority of that work falls to your Search 

Committee it is always the hope that each member of the church is doing some soul 

searching as well, and in turn sharing their thoughts with members of the Committee.   

 

Questions such as who are we as a People of God, what is our deepest hearts desire in 

Christ, how can we live out our faith in witness to those we meet, are questions that help 

navigate this transitional time as you affirm your identity in Christ.   As your Interim Priest 

it is my ministry to help you through this part of your journey and although my time with 

you may be short, I pray that through teaching opportunities, conversation and listening I 

can help in part as you transition.  The wonderful thing about interim ministry is that it is a 

learning experience for myself as well. Having been a priest for some 23 years I am aware 

that true Christian community is about growing and learning together. I always feel blessed 

to serve with my brothers and sisters in Christ.  

 

Judy, your editor, asked if I would include a bio in this edition of the newsletter.  

I feel somewhat humbled to be asked but here goes: 

 

• Although I come from a background in business and later counselling, God had other 

plans in store for me. The call to the priestly ministry was one I must say I resisted for 

some time but in hindsight I realized that the Lord had been preparing the way from as 

far back as my pre-teen years. After several years of studies towards ordained ministry I 

realized that holding a BA, BTh and MDiv. was only the beginning, the necessary 

paperwork so to speak.  My real education began when I was invited into a number of 

places to “practice what I preached”.  No easy task. I’ve worked with youth, in hospital 

chaplaincy, I’ve trained and been chaplain to pastoral visitors, sat on the Bishop’s 

Commission for Education, trained in Education for Ministry (EFM) leadership, served 

three amazing parishes over the years as well as travelled to various parts of the world 

for the church.   I have been a Canon of the Cathedral and in later years an Archdeacon 

for Non-Parochial Ministries (Community Ministries such as Tyndale St Georges, Mile 

End and Aboriginal Ministries to name a few).  Since retiring in 2016, I have been 

involved in Interim work.  I feel truly blessed to have served the church in such a wide 

variety of ministries.   

• I love to sing (although I’m no professional), garden, write and weave (although my loom 

has been empty for some time). I am married to a man who believes in me when I feel I 

can no longer go on. Who always tells me ‘yes, you can do it.’ Whatever the “it” is at the 

time. I have two amazing sons, four unbelievable granddaughters and two very lovable 

cats.  I live in Montreal but spend part of my time in our house in the Eastern Townships 

where I go to renew myself.  
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God is good and there is no question or doubt in my mind that God has a plan for each one 

of us, we just need to hear and respond.  You, the people of St. Barnabas, are a gift to the 

church and to those you serve and minister with.  Whatever your vocation, profession or 

calling you are blessed.  I pray for you daily and I know that God is leading and guiding you 

into a new place.   

 

May Christ continue to fill you and keep you in his light and love, 

 

Linda+  
Note from the editor: Thank you Linda and welcome to St. Barnabas 😊 

 

Parish News 
 

At our annual Vestry Meeting held on February 24, the following slate of Parish Officers 

was elected or approved for 2019:  
 

People's Warden: Laura Prince  

Deputy People's Warden: Jane Lawrence  

Rector’s Warden: Susan Morehouse 

Deputy Rector’s Warden: Paul Carter 

Envelope Secretary: Dave Blizard 

Deanery Representative: Glenn Smith 

Synod Representative: Dave Blizard 

Lay Readers: Dave Blizard and Rae Phillips 

Parish Council: Marina Peters 

Parish Communicator: Judy Parry-Birrell 

Treasurer: Catherine Gilbert 

Finance Advisory Committee: Ron Harrison 

Property Committee: Tom Rodden 

Update (Newsletter): Judy Parry-Birrell 

Altar Guild President: Susan Hill 

Choir President: Barbara Brown 

Companions in Faith: Dorothy MacKenzie 

Men’s Group: Jim Grant 

Ladies’ Afternoon Guild: Gayna Knowles 

Webmasters: Judy Parry-Birrell & Norman Birrell 
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Meet Our New Deputy Wardens: 

Deputy Rector’s Warden: Paul Carter 

When I was asked if I was interested in becoming the Deputy 
Rector’s Warden, I accepted without hesitation. I find it a privilege 

to serve the church of St. Barnabas and its community. I hope to 
bring positive change as we are going through some challenging 
times. Here is a bit of information about me. When I was a 

teenager, I joined the travelling team (Crosstalk Ministries) at St. 
Barnabas Church and this is how I met my wife, Lisa Harrison. We 

have three beautiful children, Michaela, Logan and Quinn. Some of my passions are 
to work with special needs (Autism) as well as to do gardening. If you have any 
questions don’t hesitate to ask.                                                                    Paul Carter 

Deputy People’s Warden: Jane Lawrence 

Jane has lived in St. Lambert all her life and is a long-time 
member of St. Barnabas, having served our church community 
in many ways over the years; as Auditor, Treasurer, member of 

the Planned Giving Committee, as well as, member of the 
Finance Committee. Besides accepting this Deputy People’s 

Warden nomination, Jane is also a member of the Parish Search 
Committee. An avid golfer, squash player and walker, Jane has 

participated in several of the Annual St. Barnabas Golf Tournaments (was on the 
winning team in 2016!) If you have thoughts about the future of St. Barnabas, you 
may contact Jane about them.                                        (from a conversation with Jane) 

 
Parish Search Committee (PSC) 

 

 
From left to right: Helen Allen, Jane Lawrence, Paul Bonnell, Marina Peters, Paul Carter 
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At a Special Vestry Meeting in January, a Parish Search Committee was elected to 
facilitate the appointment of a new Priest-in-charge. The PSC has since worked 

diligently to compile a Parish Profile - this is a written description of our Parish, 
outlining important characteristics along with our hopes and visions for the future. 

This will be something of a road map for us as well as a guide for prospective 
candidates. The PSC hopes to present the essence of the Profile to the Parish in 
May; given approval, the Profile is then submitted to our Archdeacon and finally to 

the Bishop; with their approval, we will be in a position to begin interviews with 
interested candidates.  

As invited in an earlier announcement, the PSC continues to welcome the input 
and suggestions of our parishioners; these may be directed personally to PSC 
members listed above or to the church office email: barnabas@bellnet.ca                                  

  Paul Bonnell 
 

Community and Family Ministries Update 
 

 

The winter has been very active for the Community 
and Family Ministry Programs. I have been busy 
meeting a number of community directions and 

organizations. Our focus was on learning about 
available resources and the programs that are 

already being organized. Our intention is not to 
replicate what is already being offered, but to find our 
own identity within the mix.  
 

 

 
I held a series of Parish Discernment Workshops, open 

to all after Sunday Service; the purpose was to think 
about what we hope to see in the future at St. 
Barnabas and in turn, help the Parish Search 

Committee determine what we need from a new 
minister. Through these workshops, we discovered 

that St. Barnabas prides itself in ‘food’ and the 
activities we organize around 
it. To this end, I am looking 

at what we can develop 
regarding this strength.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On this note, our next planned community event will be the 

Sugar Shack Supper on Friday, April 26th at 6:00 pm. Come 
and join the fun of a Sugar Shack experience, right here, 
in our own church hall. Everyone is welcome! 

mailto:barnabas@bellnet.ca
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Along with our partnerships we have organized a 
number of worship times. In January, it was 

decided to change the name of these to ‘Community 
Worship Services’ because many people felt that 
they could not attend if they did not have children. 

These services are open for everybody!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since the New Year, we have learned about 
Candlemas and how we bring light into the 

world.  
 

 

 

 

 

In February, Black History Month, we discussed ‘The 
Underground Railroad’, lead by our special guest, 
Rev’d Ros MacGregor.  We discovered our roots and 

history here at St. Barnabas Church.  
 

Please join us in May when we will be learning about 
the Holy Spirit. 
 

 

 

 

 
Our Sunday School has been busy learning about 

Lent and many other stories about Jesus. At our 
Parish Discernment Workshop, it was shared that 
many do not know what our Sunday School does. 

To address this issue, we are looking for a 
‘monthly senior helper’. The role will be to spend 

time with the children and participate in the 
activity. This way the children will get to know you 
and you will get to know them. If you would like 

to be a senior helper, please let me know and we 
will put you on the schedule.  
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We are planning to start a collective garden 
program this summer. In May, we will plant 

crops in standing boxes.  
 
As the interest and participation grows, we will 

then look at how we can build a Sacred Garden 
in the backyard. Everyone is welcome to 

participate, and please feel free to invite and 
encourage your friends and family outside the 
parish to come and join us, too! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, I had the pleasure of 
meeting with the Lady’s Afternoon 
Guild in February. During our time 

together, I explained the vocation 
of a Deacon and my role in the 

Diocese and at St. Barnabas and 
our community. We even talked 
about the vestments a Deacon 

wears during liturgy, with our very 
own Barbara Brown modeling the 

latest Deacon fashions. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

If you are interested in these or any other programs our Ministry Team is offering, 

please contact Deacon Jess by email at bickford.jess@gmail.com or call the church 
office.                                                                                                                                 Deacon Jessica 

mailto:bickford.jess@gmail.com
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Ladies Afternoon Guild: 
 

This past winter was difficult, but the weather did not deter the Afternoon Guild. 
Attendance remained steady & the meetings promoted discussions about our 

upcoming plans. In January, we had an information talk given by 2 members of 
the Longueuil Police Department. They gave us valuable advice about how to be 

well aware of telephone & internet scamming. 
 
Sadly, in February, our member Dawn Watson died while in Charles Lemoyne 

Hospital. Dawn was a faithful member with a good sense of humour who often 
came up with ideas for a speaker at our meetings. We will miss her. Our speaker 

in February was our very own Jessica Bickford who explained her role in the 
Diocese & here at St. Barnabas. She even dressed Barbara Brown up as a Deacon. 

 
By March, we were deep into our plans for the Guild's Tea & Card Party to be 
held April 24th. This is a very popular event that is looked forward to by the whole 

community. Already sold out, Muriel Martin (our enthusiastic convenor) will add 
another table so as not to disappoint those still trying to buy tickets. Our ladies 

make elegant sandwiches, bake delicious goodies, wait tables & clean up. Bless 
'em! There are door prizes, a half & half, and table prizes.   
 

Judy & Norm Birrell were our visitors in March. They presented Judy’s iMovie 
entitled, ‘The Chronicles of St. Barnabas, a collection of photos of the Gwenda 

Years from 2008 – 2018’; which had been given to Gwenda as a farewell gift at 
her retirement party. So much fun to see congregation members from long ago & 
also some recent pictures. It was suggested that they give another viewing for the 

whole congregation. Let's hope they do. 
 

Easter Blessings from the Guild members to the whole St. Barnabas congregation.  
                                                                                                                              Gayna Knowles, President 
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Coffee & Conversation: 
 

This group of friends used to meet every Wednesday morning in the Starr Lounge 
but lately we meet whenever we think it is time for another party. 

We could not let Christmas go by without lustily singing as many Christmas songs 
& carols as we could while enjoying tea & muffins. 

The usual program consists of singing songs, telling jokes, reading poems & hoping 
to win door prizes. All this was followed by pizza in Dart Hall. 
The next big affair will be on May 8th.  The theme for the day will be "Good Friends".  

We will sing songs about friends, laugh with friends, reminisce with 

friends & enjoy lunch with friends.                                                                Tom Rodden 

 

 
 

Past Parish Events 
  

For many years each of the churches in St. Lambert 

sponsor a Hunger Lunch on Wednesdays during Lent. 
The food is simple… soup, rolls, cheese & a cookie.  

Lent is a time for acknowledging our blessings and at 
the same time giving of ourselves to others. There is 
something very special about sharing hospitality with 

friends from the other denominations while helping 
others around the world. The benefit of these lunches 

is that we are all together as one church body. Everyone is welcomed. Again, one 
of Our Harbour’s clients came to help us serve at our well attended lunch this year. 
Each church donates to the outreach or mission of their choice; St. Barnabas sends 

all proceeds to the PWRDF and we raised $437.65. A big thank you to all those 
who helped with the prep, setup, served and cleaned up.  

Who knew that a simple bowl of soup could also be food for the soul? 
           Gayna Knowles and Wendy Beausoleil 
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Upcoming Parish Events 
 

 

A Christian Education Opportunity 
The Heartbeat of the Church 
(A Two-Part Series) 

Based on an Educational Experience created by our 
Primate: Fred Hiltz 

A time to come away to learn together as we listen to what Christ is saying to our hearts 

Thursday, April 25th 12:00 - 1:30 pm 

Wednesday, May 1st 11:30 - 1:00 pm 

In the Rector's Office (bring a sandwich; tea and coffee will be provided) 

To register: Call the church office or talk to Archdeacon Linda 
 

 

Friday, April 26th: Sugar Shack Supper 
 

Music, Food, Syrup on the snow, and lots of other fun activities 
from 6 – 9 pm in Memorial Hall  

Ticket costs: $5 child, $15 adult, and $30 family of 4  
For information or tickets, please call (450) 672-5560 or email 

Deacon Jess at Bickford.Jess@gmail.com  

May 3rd & 4th: St. Barnabas Annual Rummage Sale 

Friday, May 3rd, from 4 -8 pm and Saturday, May 4th 
from 9 am - 1 pm.  We will accept, in good condition, 

household and kitchen items, jewellery, silver and china, 
toys and linens, hardware and furniture, books and 

anything else that could merit a sale.  Please drop your 
items off at the church the week of the sale, Tuesday – 

Friday from 9 am – 1 pm. For larger items, please call 
the church office to arrange pick up (450) 672-5560. 

 

The Garden Centre is busy at work getting ready for 
the Rummage Sale date. We’re growing a lot of heirloom 

tomato plants. If you have plants to donate, please call 
the office to get in touch with Paul Carter.    Thank you! 

mailto:Bickford.Jess@gmail.com
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Sunday, May 5th: Special Vestry Meeting: 
To be held in church immediately after the service, to vote on 
using funds from St. Mark's Church Fund for the authorization 

to repair walkway alongside the church and approval for 
landscaping to prepare the ground for a Community Garden! 

Wednesday, May 15th, 5:30 to 7:30 pm: 
PWRDF & MUHC Foundation Maternal Health Symposium 

This event, held in the Glen, will raise funds for both PWRDF’s project, Maternal, 

Newborn and Child Health and the Birthing Centre at the Royal Victoria Hospital 
in the Glen. (proceeds from the event will be shared 50/50)      

Tickets: 20$/per person (includes refreshments and free parking)                    

Drs. Sylvia & Richard Cruess Amphitheatre                                                             
Research Institute of the MUHC                                                                      
Glen Site - Block-E, Metro Level (S1)                                                                            

1001 Decarie Boulevard 
Conference will be held in English with a bilingual question period.  

Congratulations Helen Allen of the St. Barnabas Scouts 

 
(from the Journal Hebdomadaire Saint-Lambert) 

 
 
 

Contributors to this edition of Update: The Venerable Linda Borden Taylor, Wendy 

Beausoleil, Paul Bonnell, Deacon Jessica Bickford, Paul Carter, Gayna Knowles, Jane 

Lawrence, Judy Parry-Birrell, Tom Rodden  

 


