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Everyone loves a wedding! 
We had TWO! 

 
Chris and his bride Christina kiss under the honour guard of swords outside St Barnabas 

                                                                                                                                Photo by Matthew Beausoleil 

Christopher Robinson and Christina Gosselin were married in a traditional wedding ceremony with the 

added panache of the military at St Barnabas on Saturday, September 19th.  Christopher has been a lifelong member 
of St Barnabas. He served as part of the regular Canadian Armed Forces in Afghanistan after completing a degree in 
Computer Science at Concordia. He is now a member of the Reserves, as is his bride, Christina. As well as involving 
the military in his celebration, Chris engaged our choir to sing several hymns.   See photo on page 5. 

 

Stephanie Harrison and 

Adam Griffiths were wed on 

July 18th with a throng of family 

and friends in attendance. 

Stephanie, like Christopher, is a 
long-time member of our parish, 
since the age of three. Maid of 
Honour was Lisa Harrison while 
Michaela and Logan Carter were 
Flower Girl and Ring Bearer 

respectively. 

Trivia Note:Mother of the 

bride, Toula, taught both 

Stephanie and Chris in the 

same Sunday School class when 
they were children! 
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            From the Rector’s Desk 

 

A meditation on light and darkness 

Though we may love the autumn, we notice the darkness drawing in. Some days, some 

evenings, it can get to us if we are feeling a bit low. For this season’s Update, I joined 

Gayna Knowles to summarize some of the positive St Barnabas news on behalf of your 

Management Unit. There is so much brightness here, praise God. When I think about our new bishop, I 

feel the brightness too. As I write today, I am thinking of this evening, September 29th, when we will join 

in prayer that the Holy Spirit will give Bishop Mary the grace and stamina to be our shepherd on the Way. 

But as I write, I cannot help thinking too of the darkness in so many of our lives at the moment. Like 

many of you, I watched the moon go dark on Sunday. It felt wrong, eerie, even though we knew it would 

be back. Only very late in the night did it re-emerge, brilliant, shedding all its splendid light. For many 

walking in darkness, the wait is much longer. 

When you are in a parish community, you share in the highs and lows of so many lives. When I receive 

updates from our diligent prayer group, when I look at all those little candles shining in the prayer chapel, 

when I try to focus on each name on our Sunday prayer list, when I sit by a bedside, I am conscious of 

how hard life can be when the darkness closes in. It may be death, or sickness, or job insecurity, or a 

parent who is more and more dependent on us  - even as we worry about our own children’s next stages 

of development. It may be the precarity of our jobs, or our own health. It may be inexplicable 

circumstances that affect our soul’s wellbeing and that are not quickly healed. So many things can bring 

on the blues, and we may have to work really hard to keep bringing our hearts up to the light of God that 

is there for us at all times. We look at all the refugees, and the plight of migrant workers, of women in 

areas where there are violent militias, and our own broken hearts melt as we think of the great darkness 

that others must endure.  

I am so grateful for the psalms when the darkness settles around us. It’s odd that our ancient songbook, 

for all its Hallelujahs, is so pensive, so dejected, so furious. For some two thousand five hundred years 

(more or less) we have given collective voice to our own woes, and those of our brothers and sisters. ‘This 

is the day that the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it…’ There can be so much effort, such 

determined triumph of the will in this simple chant. The miracle is that if we persist, if we ask for and are 

reminded of others’ prayers for us, we feel the darkness lift, just the tiniest bit perhaps, but we know that 

God is there with us. I love the United Church of Canada’s new creed. If you don’t know it, please look it 

up. I wish I had an old–fashioned sampler of it. Here are a few lines: 

 

We are not alone; we live in God's world…we trust in God. We believe in God: who has created and is 

creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and 

others by the Spirit... We trust in God. 

  

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. 

We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 

 

The Canadian social justice activist and author, Sister Mary-Jo Leddy says it well: ‘Say to the darkness, we 

beg to differ!’  In the 37th psalm, the psalmist urges us to persevere in the darkness: ‘Be still before the 

Lord, and wait patiently for him…Put your trust in the Lord and do good…Take delight in the Lord and he 

shall give you your heart’s desire’. The darkness is deep at times, but together we join in prayer, ‘We beg 

to differ. Even at the grave, we make our prayer, Hallelujah!’ 
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Upcoming Parish Events 

 

Wednesday, October 21st, 12:30: Afternoon Guild Luncheon & Card Party 
 

The Ladies Afternoon Guild is holding a luncheon and card party on Oct. 21st at the church.  

Cost for both is $12. Call Muriel Martin for tickets at 450-672-5654. 

 

 

 

 
November 21st: Men’s Annual Roast Beef Dinner  

 
 More details will be coming soon.  

 

 

    

 
 
 

 Advent Bible Study on Book of Revelation with Reverend Gwenda and Guy Tombs.  

Watch for dates. 

 
 

 
 

Ongoing Events 
 

 

Coffee and conversation every Wednesday morning in the Starr Lounge. All Welcome. 

 

 

 
Exercise with Ron every Thursday morning 10-11am. Cost $3.00. Come and bring a friend. 

 

 

 

St Barnabas Ladies Guild: Invitation to attend their meetings 
The St Barnabas Afternoon Ladies Guild invites you to join their group. Cost of membership is $10 per 

year. The Guild holds regular monthly meetings on the last Wednesday of the month, featuring a variety 

of interesting speakers and events.  The general public is always welcome to attend the monthly 

meetings, member or not. 

 

 

Contributors to this edition of Update: The Reverend Gwenda, Wendy Beausoleil, Muriel Martin, Glenn 

Smith, Paul Bonnell, Charles Poulton, Gayna Knowles, Toula & Ron Harrison,  Matthew Beausoleil, Andrew 

Molnar, Jewel Rimmer, Margaret and Mary Rimmer, Tala Strauss, Brian O’Malley, Maxine Morehouse, 

Florence Hoult, Andrew Louson, The Reverend Ros Macgregor, Mary O’Malley (editor). 
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               Parish News 

 

 
Sunday School: St Barnabas has a new coordinator of family ministry, Tala Strauss.  
She will be responsible for children’s Sunday School activities every second Sunday at the 
10 am service, beginning September 20th. Tala will be joined by Stephanie Tombs, who is 
especially interested in hands-on art and craft projects, in keeping with her new academic 
pursuits as she begins a B.Ed. at Concordia, with focus on art education. 
 

Read Tala’s Bio and Vision of Faith Education for children on page 7. 

 

 

 

St Barnabas Fêtes Saint-Lambert Book Sale 

 
This year St Barnabas decided to go big-time and hold their annual summer book sale right out on Victoria 

Street as part of the Fêtes Saint-Lambert activities. They set up shop in Gordon Park, without a tent, and 

survived a heavy downpour one night.  Principle organizers Paul Carter and Glenn Smith were very happy 

with sales, netting $2400 for the church.  Thanks to all the volunteers who helped transporting, setting up 

and selling books.  

    

 
Paul Carter with Shea Harland & customers                        Paul Carter, Adam Griffiths, Toula & Stephanie Harrison 

 
Photos by Paul Bonnell 
 

 



5 

 

St Barnabas Choir Sings at Robinson-Gosselin Wedding 

On Sept. 19th, our choir took part in the celebration of the marriage between Christopher Robinson and 

Christina Gosselin. They sang three hymns, including Lord of the Dance. Here they are dressed in their 

summer wedding-performing clothes. 

Front Row L to R: Barbara Brown, Toula Harrison, Hilda Alexander, Gayna Knowles, Ginette Hay-Ellis; Second Row: 

Alan Ford, Paul Bonnell, Andrew Staples (organist), The Reverend Gwenda Wells, Judith Austin, Charles Poulton ; 

Back Row: Brian O’Malley, Edgar Hay-Ellis, Andrew Louson, Glenn Smith; absent Susan Hill 

Photo by Andrew Molnar 

St Barnabas Lawns and Gardens by Paul Bonnell 

In recent years, the church lawns and gardens have suffered the 

invasion of hordes of aggressive weeds.  The situation was rendered 

more difficult by the acidic nature of our hard clay soil. “Enough,” 

said the Men’s Group.  “We will fund and employ a good 

paysagiste.”  There appeared Mr. Alan Familiart and his platoon of 

garden soldiers. 

The initial attack was a dose of lime top to neutralize the acid 

problems.  This was followed by thorough weeding of gardens; 

more aggressive measures killed lawn weeds very quickly.  

Spreading top soil both on gardens and lawns followed.  Grass seed 

was liberally sown along with regular watering to aid germination.  

Most of these steps were completed in July and astonishing results followed quickly. This project was 

funded by the Men’s Group who plan to repeat the work in subsequent years.  Ongoing weekly lawn 

maintenance has been carried out by the Men’s Group who have purchased some excellent equipment to 

facilitate lawn care. 

 We are grateful to a number of people who have contributed flowers and shrubs which have made our 

gardens attractive. 
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St Barnabas Annual Hilary Bourne Golf Tournament 
Once again the Lord looked after St Barnabas golfers as the day of their annual golf tournament was 

absolute perfection.  Nine teams of four participated in the Best Ball tournament. At the end of the 

afternoon, three teams were tied for first place with a score of 34 and so they had to participate in their 

own putting contest to determine the order of finish. First place and the winners of the Hillary Bourne 

Trophy went to Trevor Ingram with Sean Manley, Steve Bourke and Charles O’Connor.  Runners-up were 

Norm Birrell’s team with Real Langlois, Jane Lawrence and Dave Sharpe, 2nd place; and Ron Harrison with 

Lisa Harrison, Paul Carter and Adam Griffiths, 3rd place. 

 Prizes were also awarded for the following feats: 
   *     Straightest Drive   Jane Lawrence                         *     Longest Drive – Senior  Charles O’Connor 
   *     Longest Drive –Ladies Ginette Hay-Ellis                      *     Longest Drive - Men  Adam Griffiths     
   *     Closest to the Pin #3  Sean Manley                           *     Closest to the Pin #6  Sean Manley 
 

Thanks to organizers Charles Poulton, Glenn Smith, Trevor Ingram and Brian O’Malley, and to the cooks 

Paul Bonnell (chief chef), Peter Bonnell, Trevor Ingram, and Jim Grant. 

 

 
 The dastardly “Horns” trophy went to the most honest foursome of Nancy Prince, 

 Laura Prince, Eric Prince and Marcel de Hêtre. At right is Glenn Smith who presented  

 the trophy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michaela and Logan Carter won special door prizes for children. 
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Meet Tala Strauss – Our New Family Life Coordinator 

 

Tala Strauss was born in South Africa and raised in Ontario, Canada. She 

spent her undergrad years studying political science and philosophy at a 

Christian college near Boston, and then moved to Los Angeles to work for a 

year before moving back to Canada. She has been working in Montreal for 

the past year. She hopes to use her love for planning events, creating 

welcoming spaces, and teaching children in her role as family ministry 

coordinator at St. Barnabas. Next year she plans to begin her Master’s in 

Public Policy, and ultimately, she would love to work with refugee and 

immigrant families in the child welfare and foster care system. In her spare 

time she can be found taking photos, writing, practicing spiritual meditation, 

reading poetry, hosting dinner parties, and cycling around Montreal.  
                                                                   By Tala Strauss 

 

 

 

Tala’s vision of education 

As part of her application for the position of Family Ministry Coordinator at St Barnabas, Tala Strauss 

submitted her vision of education.  It is truly inspiring! 

 

Education is more about play than teaching. We learn by imagining and questioning and retelling 

what we have learned through stories. As a facilitator of children’s Christian education in the parish, I aim 

to create space and opportunity for growing in faith through play, imagination, questioning, and 

storytelling.  

Faith is a kind of child’s game in many ways: imagining new realities and possibilities and playing 

on the ground of hope, despite bullies and obstacles and setbacks, not to mention catastrophes and 

tragedies and our own limitations. In fact, it takes a lot of bravery to play. It takes suspending disbelief to 

keep playing, dancing, singing, and being joyful in this world. But! Who are Christians but people who 

believe in the promise of new life – a Kingdom where the enchantment of creation, friendship, 

companionship, and dreaming – life tasks often relegated to the past – are recovered in their adult forms? 

Creativity, after all, is our human calling, and creativity is akin to child’s play when it works. 

That said, those tasks already more natural for children can be encouraged and given more 

opportunities to flourish. I am keen to invest energy ensuring this church ministry will serve that purpose. 

Children need the space and guidance to mature into their faith, to choose the way they will relate to their 

faith tradition as they grow and become independent adults, without being smothered or forced into faith 

(if that can even be called faith). 

Although I am still young, I believe that what has nurtured my own faith life has been adults 

(specifically, my parents) who urged me to be courageous in my questioning while simultaneously radical 

(rooted) in trusting Jesus. After all, if God is God, He can handle any questions. They always modeled this 

for me, boldly exploring belief – about God and the world and themselves. This now helps me to find my 

way through the shadows – pain, sickness, loss, death, despair, sin, injustice – and to hold on to the light 

of Christ. I will do the same with children in my care and as I design curriculum, activities, and fellowship 

for young people and anyone else in the parish.  

Another key component in children’s education in a church is storytelling. Christianity is a faith 

stitched together with stories from long ago – and stories from today. We need stories of God’s children 

being loved and saved and cared for by their Creator and Redeemer, whether those children lived 

thousands of years ago or sit next to us in church. Those stories must be held in the hands of believers, 

adults and children alike. To hold those stories is to question, wonder, and savour them. Adults in the 

church can contribute to this by telling stories, whether their own or others. I will encourage this as well. 

Hearing stories gives children time to interact with faith on their own terms, as a way of entering a 

tradition without strict boundaries or rules about what it means to belong to the family of faith. This is 
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what church teaching would ideally accomplish for all members and visitors, as a key component of a 

church’s purpose. 

Learning the stories and beliefs of a community and becoming familiar with the sacred scriptures 

revered by them is foundational to becoming a member of the community and knowing who and what 

created and sustains that community. Mature members of a community discover their own identities and 

roles in the community as they gain vocabulary and frameworks to relate to God and belong in the 

community. Children also need guidance and opportunities for growing intellectually, spiritually, and 

relationally within a community so they are equipped with the tools and understanding they need to 

critically encounter, challenge, and (hopefully) contribute to the community. My job as a coordinator of 

children’s ministry will be to help that learning and communication happen as fruitfully and freely as 

possible.  

 

 

A report from the Management Unit by Gayna Knowles and the Reverend Gwenda 

Fall brings busyness to all our lives. It is always a little like going back to school in the fall: new books, 

new teachers, new activities. This September was such a lovely one too, culminating with the spectacular 

lunar eclipse, that could only make you stop and take note of the wonderful world we live in. God is great.  

As your management unit, we have tried to slowly but surely work to lead the St Barnabas community 

forward. We were so pleased to learn that our application for diocesan funding through the GUM fund 

(Growth Understanding & Ministry) was granted in full, which has allowed us to hire Tala Strauss as 

Family Ministry Coordinator. She will be supported in this by our faithful and creative Stephanie Tombs. 

Together with Elizabeth Huyer, who returns to us as director of our youth band, we are confident we have 

put in place a great team to build on our past successes to make St Barnabas a welcoming place for 

families with children of all ages, with creative programming centred on discovering Jesus and the great 

traditions of our faith. Many thanks to Lisa and Paul for preparing a bright and well organized Sunday 

School room, and to all who raised money to cover the costs of this project with a very successful 

booksale during St Lambert Days. 

We have endorsed -  and appreciated -  the many projects of our Property Committee and Men’s Group. 

The list is long, but you will notice many improvements, from the beautiful lawns and gardens to the 

greatly improved back stair area, and the reception area of Memorial Hall, which is changing week by 

week. One regret is that we have not yet heard from the Quebec fund, which we hope will help us 

complete the much needed work on the roof. This is perhaps the opportunity to express our thanks to all 

the volunteers without whom none of this would have happened. You know who you are; we love you and 

thank you for your dedication! 

As Canadians, we have been watching in horror the events unfolding in the Middle East, and in particular 

the flood of refugees desperately seeking a safe life.Since last winter, our ecumenical ministerial in St 

Lambert has been pondering how we might assist a family. These efforts have borne fruit, and it is now 

time for us to join with our fellow Christians and other members of the community to gather funds to 

support them over their first year, and to consider how we might offer support and welcome to this Syrian 

family. If you have any ideas, particularly for fund-raising, please come and speak to one of us.  

We look forward to having our new Bishop Mary Irwin Gibson come to visit us. Both St Mark’s and St 

Barnabas have happy memories of her early years in our churches, as a child and then as a guitar-playing 

teen. One of our priorities before she visits is to install the treasures that the St Mark’s people have 

brought over with them. Several of these will be placed in the side chapel; one of them of some historic 

interest is a spectacular painting of the ferry landing in Vieux Longueuil, circa 1900. 
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New Bishop, Mary Irwin Gibson 

 
L to R: Eugene Wright, Hugh Phillips, Elise Wright, Reverend Gwenda, Bishop Mary, Jeff Goernert, Anne Dijkman, Dave Blizard 

 

Recollections of a young Mary Irwin 
Our new bishop, Mary Irwin Gibson, has many friends among long-time St Barnabas parishioners as well 

as our members from St. Marks, Longueuil, as she attended both parishes: St Marks as a child and St 

Barnabas as a young woman.  Here are some of the memories members have of the young Mary. 

 

Florence Hoult was Mary’s Sunday school teacher at St Mark’s.  She remembers her as “just an 

ordinary little girl” in her class.  (Of added interest, Florence also taught Gordon Guy, another 

priest in the Diocese). Both Florence and the Reverend Ros MacGregor remember that the Irwin 

family would usually arrive late for the service at St Mark’s (they had to come from Boucherville) 

and would process up the side aisle to occupy a whole pew right at the very front on the Gospel 

(left) side.  Opposite them on the right side sat the Basil Smith Family. They would also sometimes 
arrive a little late but Florence remembers that Canon Bonathan would never begin the service until the two 
families were in their place at the front of the church. 
 
Wendy Beausoleil remembers being in the St Mark’s Youth Group with Mary and they both sang in a folk choir 
along with Dawn Smith (beloved florist/comedienne) and Eric Madsen (head of Preville Fine Arts). 

 

Margaret Rimmer de Castro remembers Mary as a chorister in St. Mark's Choir, the first choir 

she directed. And her sister, Mary Rimmer, was also a member of the choir with Mary at that 

time. 

 
At St Barnabas, Maxine Morehouse and Gayna Knowles remember Mary as a guitar player who 

would play grace (“The Lord is Good to me”) at parish dinners and sometimes play little “ditties” 

from the chancel steps during the service. 

 

Brian O’Malley remembers that he was delegated to pay a stewardship call on Mary when she 

was a young woman attending St Barnabas. Because she lived in Longueuil, Mary and Brian 

arranged to meet at Brian’s house after church one Sunday morning.  After their meeting, Mary 

walked up the street to have lunch with a neighbour (who no longer lives here).  The next day, 
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Brian met the neighbour on the street and was met with these words: “Mary has this crazy idea of 

studying for the priesthood!” Crazy indeed! 

 Jewel Rimmer remembers Mary as a very helpful member of the Diocesan Book Room staff. 

 

Andrew Louson remembers that his mother, Brenda, offered her home in Bolton Centre to Mary 

and her new husband, Mark Gibson, for part of their honeymoon as they were both “poor young 

students” at the time of their marriage. 

 

Jewel’s Reading List 

 Jewel Rimmer is our resident book reviewer. Here is a list of books, old and new, that she 

recommends, with a brief overview of each. 

 The Right to be Cold – by Sheila Watt-Cloutier. One woman's story of protecting her culture, the arctic, and the 

whole planet. 

 Old Filth, The Man in the Wooden Hat, Last Friends – By Jane Gardham. A trilogy about a group of English expats 
who have spent most of their lives in Hong Kong, living their retirement in England.  

In the Garden of Beasts - by Erik Larson. The experience of ambassador William E. Dodd and his family in Berlin, 

during the rise of the Nazis. Told almost like a novel, it shows  how gullible many people were at that time, not only 
the Germans. 
  
Laughing all the Way to the Mosque - by Zarqa Nawaz (author 0f Little Mosque on the Prairie). A humourous 
introduction to many Islamic and western customs for an Islamic family living in a Western civilization.  

This Boy - by Alan Johnson. Memoir by Johnson about his childhood in London in the care of his older sister; he is now 
a Labour politician and former cabinet minister.  

New and Selected Poems - by Mary Oliver. This is an old selection around the early nineties, but is one of my 
favourites . Most of her poems are about nature and very descriptive.  

My October – by Claire Rothman Holman.  A Montreal writer who weaves her memories of October 1970 into a novel. 
For those who remember and those who are too young. 

 Starfish Story (Original Story by: Loren Eisley) 

One day a man was walking along the beach when he noticed a boy picking something up and gently 

throwing it into the ocean. Approaching the boy, he asked, “What are you doing?” The youth replied, 

“Throwing starfish back into the ocean. The surf is up and the tide is going out.  If I don’t throw them 

back, they’ll die.” “Son,” the man said,” don’t you realize there are miles and miles of beach and hundreds 

of starfish? You can’t make a difference!” After listening politely, the boy bent down, picked up another 

starfish and threw it back into the surf.  Then, smiling at the man, he said,” I made a difference for that 

one.” (Story from Sally Meyers, the United Church minister, via Wendy Beausoleil.) 

 


