C HURCH

OF

ST -BARNABAS

Ash Wednesday February 17 - On-line Service
Thank you for being with us today.

Joel 2:1-2; Joel 2:12-17; Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 103:8-18; 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10; Matthew 6:16-21

Ash Wednesday
February 17, 2021 | le 17 février 2021
Now, is the acceptable time…
Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people. Sanctify
the congregation; Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the Lord,
weep. Let them say, ‘Spare your people, O Lord, and do not make your heritage a mockery,
a byword among the nations. Why should it be said among the peoples, “Where is their God?”
Joel 2:15-17

Sonnez du cor dans les murs de Sion pour publier un jeûne, et annoncer une réunion cultuelle.
Réunissez le peuple, convoquez l’assemblée, et que les prêtres qui servent l’Eternel se tiennent
en pleurant entre le portique et l’autel. Qu’ils prient ainsi: O Eternel, |aie pitié de ton peuple,
n’expose pas celui qui t’appartient au déshonneur ni aux railleries d’autres peuples!
Car pourquoi dirait-on parmi les peuples: « Où est leur Dieu? »
Joël 2:15-17
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WELCOME - OPENING HYMN: RETURN
HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/XAPLNHGG62C

TO

GOD

Refrain

Return to God with all your heart,
the source of grace and mercy;
Come seek the tender faithfulness of God
Now the time of grace has come, the day of salvation;
Come and learn now the way of our God. Refrain
I will take your heart of stone and place a heart within you,
A heart of compassion and love. Refrain
Bridge

If you break the chains of oppression,
If you set the pris'ner free;
If you share your bread with the hungry,
Give protection to the lost;
Give shelter to the homeless,
Clothe the naked in your midst,
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn. Refrain
…
A Service of Repentance and Change; Metanoia
Grace and peace to you from God.
God fill you with truth and joy.
Let us pray for grace to keep Lent faithfully.
Silence

Create in me a clean heart, O God.
Have mercy on me O God in your great kindness:
in the fullness of your mercy blot out my offences.
Wash away all my guilt: and cleanse me from my sin.
Create in me a clean heart, O God.
For I acknowledge my faults: and my sin is always before me.
Against you only have I sinned and done evil in your sight.
Create in me a clean heart, O God.
Create in me a clean heart O God:
and renew a right spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from your presence:
do not take your holy spirit from me.
Create in me a clean heart, O God.
Give me the joy of your help again:
and strengthen me with a willing spirit.
O Lord open my lips: and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Create in me a clean heart, O God.
Collect - A Prayer for a new creation
Almighty and everlasting God, you despise nothing you have made and forgive the sins
of all who are penitent. Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we,
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worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our brokenness, may obtain of you, the
God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Today’s Scripture Readings: ISAIAH 58:1-12 False and True Worship
1 Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people
their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day they seek me and
delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practised righteousness and did
not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judgements, they
delight to draw near to God. 3‘Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble
ourselves, but you do not notice?’ Look, you serve your own interest on your fast-day,
and oppress all your workers. 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike
with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high.
5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like
a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to
the Lord? 6Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the
thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7Is it not to
share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when
you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8Then
your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your
vindicator* shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard. 9Then you
shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. If
you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
10if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your
light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 11The Lord will guide
you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.
12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many
generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live
in.
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PSALM 103:8-18
The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger for ever.
He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities.
For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love towards those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far he removes our transgressions from us.
As a father has compassion for his children,
so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him.
For he knows how we were made; he remembers that we are dust.
As for mortals, their days are like grass; they flourish like a flower of the field;
for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more.
But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on those
who fear him, and his righteousness to children’s children, to those who keep
his covenant and remember to do his commandments.
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2 CORINTHIANS 5:20-6:10
20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we
entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be
sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
6:1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in
vain. 2For he says, ‘At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a day of
salvation I have helped you.’ See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of
salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found
with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way:
through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments,
riots, labours, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness,
holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the
weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honour and dishonour,
in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as
unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet
not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having
nothing, and yet possessing everything.
Our Gospel Hymn - Lord, Make us Servants of Your Peace - start at .18
https://youtu.be/dFePl5ioYQo
Lord, make us
where there is
where there is
where there is

servants of your peace;
hate, may we sow love;
hurt, may we forgive;
strife, may we make one.

Where all is doubt, may we sow faith;
where all is gloom, may we sow hope,
where all is night, may we sow light;
where all is tears, may we sow joy.
Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek
to be consoled, but to console,
nor look to understanding hearts,
but look for hearts to understand.
May we not look for love’s return,
but seek to love unselfishly,
for in our giving we receive,
and in forgiving are forgiven.
Dying, we live, and are reborn
through death’s dark night to endless day;
Lord, make us servants of your peace,
to wake at last in heaven’s light.
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The Gospel of Christ - MATTHEW 6:1-6, 16-21 Concerning Almsgiving;
1‘Beware of practising your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you
have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2‘So whenever you give alms, do not sound
a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that
they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But
when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so
that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward
you openly.
Concerning Prayer
5‘And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray
in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I
tell you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room
and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you openly.
Concerning Fasting
16‘And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their
faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their
reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your
fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father
who sees in secret will reward you openly.
Concerning Treasures
19‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and
where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust* consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.
21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Sermon Now, is the acceptable time… - Rev Brian Perron
Receive by giving, though prayer and holding back from the temptations of the world; fasting,
and seeking treasures in heaven rather than treasures here on earth.
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Anthem of Reflection - Seek ye the Lord
https://youtu.be/KK_RQHAczok
Seek ye the Lord while he may be found,
Call ye upon Him while He is near.
Let the wicked forsake his way,
And the unrighteous man his thoughts,
And return unto the Lord,
And He will have mercy, and abundantly pardon.
Today’s Meditation - “The Church is the Church only when it exists for others…not
dominating, but helping and serving. It must tell men of every calling what it means to
live for Christ, to exist for others.” ― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from Prison
Ash Wednesday – A Service for the Beginning of Lent
Dear friends in Christ, every year we celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection. Lent is a
time to prepare for this celebration. In order that our Lent may be a time of renewal and
growth we begin this season by remembering our need for repentance and for the
forgiveness of God proclaimed by Jesus Christ.
I invite you, therefore, in the name of Christ, to observe a holy Lent by self-examination
and repentance, by prayer, fasting, self denial, and giving to those in need, and by
reading and meditating on the word of God.
Let us kneel and in silence call to mind our sin and the infinite mercy of God.
Silence

A litany of penitence…
We have not loved you with all our heart, and soul, and mind, and strength.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.
We have been deaf to your call to serve.
We have been unfaithful, proud, and hypocritical.
Christ have mercy.
Christ have mercy.
We have been self-centered, and have taken advantage of others.
Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.
We have been envious of those more fortunate than ourselves.
Christ have mercy.
Christ have mercy.
We have loved worldly goods and comforts too much.
We have been dishonest in daily life and work.
Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.
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We have neglected prayer and worship,
and have failed to commend the faith that is in us.
Christ have mercy.
Christ have mercy.
We have been blind to human need and suffering,
and indifferent to injustice and cruelty.
Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.
We have thought uncharitably about others,
and we have been prejudiced towards those who differ from us.
Christ have mercy.
Christ have mercy.
We have wasted and polluted your creation,
and lacked concern for those who come after us.
Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.
And together we say…
Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, in the wrong
we have done and in the good we have not done. We have sinned in ignorance:
we have sinned in weakness: we have sinned through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you. Forgive us, for our Saviour
Christ’s sake, and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen.

A Reflection; the Imposition of Ashes
Let us pray.
Loving God, you create us from the dust of the earth; may these ashes be for us a sign
of our penitence and our mortality, and a reminder that only by the cross do we receive
eternal life in Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
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Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.
Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ.
Repent and believe the Good News: God longs for you to be whole.
Will you turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ?
I will.
Absolution:
Through the cross of Christ, God have mercy on you, pardon you and set you free.
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. God strengthen you in all goodness and
keep you in life eternal.
Amen.
Prayers for others
The Lord’s Prayer - Rejoicing in the presence of God, let us pray as Jesus taught
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
Canticle Seek the Lord,
Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; call upon him when he draws near. Let the
wicked forsake their ways and the evil ones their thoughts; And let them turn to the
Lord, and he will have compassion, and to our God, for he will richly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as rain and snow fall from the heavens and
return not again, but water the earth, Bringing forth life and giving growth, seed for
sowing and bread for eating, So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; it will not
return to me empty; But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, and prosper in
that for which I sent it. Isaiah 55:6–11
Amen.
Blessing
May the God of compassion bless you and reconcile you to eternal salvation; may you
continue to follow our Lord’s example of prayer and fasting, that you may act in
accordance with willing hearts and serve one another in holy love; in the name of the
Father the Son and the Holy Spirit… Amen
The peace of all peace be ours this day.
The divine Spirit dwells in us.
Thanks be to God.
Amen
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Closing Hymn - Ashes to Ashes - Dan Schutte
https://youtu.be/uB_BMUZ4KkM
Refrain

Ashes to ashes, from dust unto dust.
The cross on our forehead, your promise, O God.
Ready us to follow the way of your Son,
to rise from these ashes,
Redeemed in the fire of your love.
Postlude - Ashes by Tom Conry
https://youtu.be/pJvOejpJltA
We rise again from ashes, from the good we've failed to do.
We rise again from ashes, to create ourselves anew.
If all our world is ashes, then must our lives be true,
an offering of ashes, an offering to you.
We offer you our failures, we offer you attempts,
the gifts not fully given, the dreams not fully dreamt.
Give our stumblings direction, give our visions wider view,
an offering of ashes, an offering to you.
Then rise again from ashes, let healing come to pain,
though spring has turned to winter, and sunshine turned to rain.
The rain we'll use for growing, and create the world anew
from an offering of ashes, an offering to you.
Thanks be to the Father, who made us like himself.
Thanks be to his Son, who saved us by his death.
Thanks be to the Spirit who creates the world anew
from an offering of ashes, an offering to you.
…
Announcements
AN ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT OUR SPACE AT ST-BARNABAS
During Covid we have mentioned that no one may enter the building unless they have
permission from the Management Unit; the wardens or incumbent. Also, as we share our
space with Préville Arts, while members of Préville are in our building for classes, please
respect their space and refrain from entering the building. Signs will be posted indicating
Classes in session. We thank you for your understanding and attentiveness.
…
Your Offerings and Donations,
We thank each and everyone one of you who have found a way that is comfortable for
you to give. At the end of each Service we ask you to remember your church with your
offerings to God. We understand these are new and different ways, and yet we are
pleased to say that St-Barnabas has been able because of you, to maintain itself
financially during these difficult times. May you be blessed as you continue to safely give
to God by supporting the work of your church by donating online though links found on
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the St-Barnabas on-line Donations Page. It’s easy, either e-Transfer or St-Barnabas
CanadaHelps link and now also though PayPal. Or as always, through CanadaPost.
Your ongoing donations are especially appreciated at this time.
Thank you for your ongoing generosity. Remember your tithes and offerings are how you
give to God; given to the church of your choice as one called to be good stewards with
your offerings. The work of the church continues well beyond the Sunday morning as we
the Church reach out to our neighbours.
Les Jardins Intérieurs - Wednesdays at 3:00PM and Saturday Mornings at 9:15AM.
We are now broadcasting twice a week on the corporate TV Chanel of Les Jardins;
Stay connected
Listen to our on-line messages posted on our St-Barnabas website and Facebook page,
as well as in the emails that we will send twice a week. I encourage you to share these
posts with your families, as words and thoughts of encouragement. Also, if you hear of
individuals in need of something, let us know; we’ll see what we can do with members
who have put their names forward to help in a safe and manageable way.
Share your stories
Send us an email at barnabas@bellnet.ca of what you have been up to, and to share
your experiences of getting through this isolation. Share your stories with us to brighten
the lives of others, and stay safe.
Keep in touch
So stay tuned and reach out to members you feel concern for, allow the Holy Spirit to
speak to you and to minister to those shut-in and alone at this time. Be safe, Stay
Home, for your sake and for the well being of others, and… wash your hands!
God bless you and thank you for your thoughts and prayers,
Brian and Joyce
The Reverend Brian Perron
St-Barnabas St-Lambert - Visit us on Facebook and our St-Barnabas website
A Word of Encouragement for 2021
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you!
As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”
John 20:21

95, avenue Lorne, Saint-Lambert, QC J4P 2G7 – 450-672-5560
email: barnabas@bellnet.ca –
Please visit our website: www.st-barnabaschurch.com
Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SaintBarnabasSaintLambert/
On-line giving: www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/128882669RR0002-st-barnabas-st-lambert/
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